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Virtual Campus
School of Languages and Literature


Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  HUMA 5301 Humanities Portfolio

Term and Year:  FA 2026

Full Names of Committee:  To Be Determined (TBD)	
Office Phone and WBU Email Address:   TBD	

Office Hours, Building, and Location:  Online, by appointment 

Catalog Description: Non-thesis-track Humanities students develop and defend a portfolio that demonstrates skills in research and writing across disciplines, assessment and revision of academic writing, and reflection across disciplines. 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least thirty hours towards the Master of Arts in Humanities degree.

Materials: (Note: Your textbook is based on your emphasis.)
· ENGLISH:  Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers. (2020). A Writer’s Reference, 9th Edition. Bedford/St. Martin's; Ninth Edition ISBN: 978-1319153823

Course outcome competencies: Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning at the graduate level will be able to:

1. Create a portfolio that demonstrates an understanding of the humanities and a mastery of writing and critical thinking skills, including original research and new writing; 
2. Organize a collection of projects, papers, and/or relevant examples of work completed within their program; 
3. Recognize and articulate how the humanities has prepared them for their futures;
4. Integrate self-reflection as it applies to the students and their coursework;
5. Present a verbal defense of the portfolio to the committee.


Attendance Requirements: Once an agreed-upon date for verbal defense is set student must commit to completing the defense on the specified date at the appropriate time.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported, and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Disability Statement: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Grade Appeals:  The following statement must be included following course requirements and grading criteria: Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the vice president of academic affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals


Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:  
I.  Portfolio:  Students will prepare a portfolio that includes the following (descriptions to follow):

1. Cover Page 
Portfolios should be formatted according to the student’s chosen specialization:  MLA for English

2. Table of Contents

3. PART I:  Past project, paper, and/or relevant examples 
Students should provide a minimum of three (3) different examples from the various disciplines that demonstrate their best work. At least one of these should be a paper from the student’s specialization. Students should include a graded paper from their specialization or HUMA5300, and then rework the assignment according to the professor’s feedback and using the student’s obtained knowledge. The point of this is to showcase the growth of the student. The students will also include a paragraph that explains what they did to improve the assignment and what they learned through this process.

4. PART II: Scholarly Research 
In order to demonstrate an interdisciplinary understanding of the humanities, students will write a researched argument on a topic pertaining to at least two fields of study during the degree. They should use terms, analysis, and other skills learned in the degree. The research paper (approx. 15-20 pages) should have a minimum of fifteen (15) quality sources and adhere to the format outlined by the specialization (English MLA). The essay should contribute to the scholarly conversation on the topic and demonstrate original thinking. (Rubric will be included in the course.) Students may wish to discuss topics with their advisor(s).

5. PART III:  Self-Reflection & Application
Students will write a self-reflection on their time in the program. It should include key and specific takeaways from their time in the Humanities degree. Students should answer what they believe is next. Students should specifically address how they believe the humanities have prepared them for any future goals and/or careers. It is expected that students will research this and include research in this reflection. Students should also include a summary on what they have learned through their time at Wayland and why their portfolio should be accepted for graduation. This is a formal essay that should at least 1,500 words or longer (approx. 6-10 pages).

6. Reference Page
MLA formatted


II. Schedule:  Students will schedule the defense of their portfolio (Week 7 or 8) at the beginning of the session.
III. Preparation: Students will meet with their advisor to determine 3 committee members (one faculty member will be the professor of this course, one faculty member must be from the student’s field of study, the other faculty member should teach within one of the humanities that is not the specialization). On the day of the defense, students will supply the committee with a clean copy of the portfolio and create a PowerPoint presentation to accompany the defense. 
IV. Presentation:  Students will present the portfolio in a session that includes:
1. An articulation of the predominant claim or argument being made in the research essay, what she has learned, and how the topic fits within the context of the humanities. 
2. A rationale for the revisions to the specific papers, projects, and/or examples.
3. A brief reflection on pivotal moments of learning that occurred while pursuing the Master of Arts in Humanities and an explanation or tentative plan of “What is next?”
4. Fielding questions brought forth by the committee.
V. Publication
If students wish to purchase a bound copy of their portfolio, this can be done for a minimal fee. They should check with the administration assistant in the Humanities & Leadership for the latest cost and procedure.



Course Matrix:
	Week
	Date
	Assignment

	1
	
	Complete the required first assignment. Select committee members with an advisor, schedule defense, and discuss the research topic with a professor of specialization or a professor in Humanities

	2
	
	Start research and collect three papers or projects from former classes

	3
	
	Continue research and rewrite one paper from your specialization

	4
	
	Upload draft for any comments or editing. Continue research and write your reflection 

	5
	
	Continue writing your research paper

	6
	
	Edit your research paper and create your PowerPoint

	7/8
	
	Finalize portfolio and present your paper
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